Digital Narrative Award Guidelines for 2011
About the Award
1. The world is embracing eBooks, which can be read on a variety of devices such as creating new opportunities for writers. People are beginning to realise the potential of the new art form in creating, for example, interactive eBooks and we hope this award will raise awareness and reward those working in new media. The competition is open to all entrants who have created an engaging narrative, through the use of digital technologies.
Conditions of Entry

2. Entrants to the Digital Narrative Award are also subject to the general conditions of entry to the Western Australian Premier’s Book Awards Guidelines for 2011. Please review those guidelines prior to submitting your entry to the Digital Narrative Award category.

Eligibility

3. The Digital Narrative Award is open to a person who has created a text as well as images, film or animation with audience interaction for an online environment. The award is based on the literary merit of a work. 
Judging

4. The judging panel are looking for good storytelling (fiction or non-fiction) written specifically for delivery and reading/viewing on a PC or Mac, the web, or a hand-held device such as an iPad or mobile phone. It could be a short story, novel, documentary or poem using words, images, film or animation with audience interaction.

How to Enter  
5. Submit your entry via the Online Entry Form on the State Library of Western Australia’s web site no later than 5pm Tuesday 31 January 2012.  Include the URL in your entry which must be viewable and functional online.  The only exceptions to this are works which need to be viewed/read via a mobile phone or other electronic device, in which case we need an explanation of how to access your entry. 

6. Multiple entries are acceptable but each entry must be submitted separately.

7. If a work is part of a collaborative team an entrant must gain permission from the other authors of the work (eg: graphic artist, web designer, animator).  

8. The Online Entry Form has this specific question ‘Why do you think your entry has literary or narrative merit?’ for the Digital Narrative category that the entrant is to respond to when submitting their entry. The response in the Comments section on the online entry form is to be 250 words or less. 

9. Attachments will not be accepted.  Include a list of links, if appropriate, but no footnotes or formatted text.

Q&A about the Digital Narrative Award 

Q: Is there a prize?

A: Yes, the prize is worth $5,000

Q: What are we looking for?

A: We are looking for good storytelling (fiction, narrative poem or non-fiction) written specifically for delivery and reading/viewing on a PC or Mac, the web or a hand-held device such as an iPad or on a mobile phone. The work could be a short story, novel, documentary or poem using words, images, film or animation with audience interaction.  We are looking for creativity, so try to be imaginative to create an engaging story by combining a number of media elements such as words on a screen combined with images and audio/video clips. 

Q: What we are not looking for?

A: We are not looking for a conventional story/poem/narrative simply uploaded to a web page or placed on a disc without any consideration of the digital environment.  We are not looking for screens of works uploaded to your blog and we are not looking for a slideshow of photos uploaded to Flickr or a video uploaded to YouTube. We are not looking for works which are traditional documentaries or videos.

Q: What are the judging criteria?

A: The judges will be looking for the following:

· Innovative use of new media to create an engaging, satisfying narrative or poem 

· Ease of accessibility for the reader/viewer 

· Effective use of interactive elements 

· An example of how works written for the digital environment can do things traditional media can’t. 

Examples of the digital narratives we are seeking for submission can be found here: 

http://www.mysummervacation.org/
http://www.thewinterhouse.co.uk/
These are just two examples that were shortlisted for the 2010 Poole Literary Festival New Media Writing Prize and we wish to acknowledge that some of the information contained above has been adapted from the Poole Literary Festival New Media Writing Prize web site.
Information and Enquiries:

Western Australian Premier's Book Awards
State Library of Western Australia
Perth Cultural Centre
25 Francis Street 
PERTH WA 6000 

Contact: Doug George

Email: premiersbookawards@slwa.wa.gov.au

Telephone: (08) 9427 3150
Facsimile: (08) 9427 3152
Closing date for entries is: 
5.00pm Tuesday 31 January 2012 WST

Information about the Premier's Book Awards and the online entry form can be found at:
www.slwa.wa.gov.au/pba.html
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